
 

 

 

Following research, immersion in the place and stakeholder engagement a number of 
themes emerged which are chapters of the Southend visitor story and represent the 
forward-looking DNA of the place. The story reflects how the place is distinctive, its 
character and characteristics and what it should focus on to grow the visitor economy. 
Importantly, Southend needs to be viewed as the centre of a much wider experience that 
stretches up and down the coast and inland, so its story is led by its assets not artificial 
boundaries. 
 
themes of the Southend story 
 
Southend is best known for its famous seafront and pier so you and your family can have 
a fantastic time enjoying the sea air whilst having fun on the beach and in the water. 
However, this is a place where you can also indulge in a range of activities from adrenaline 
pumping sport to a stroll along the coast from promenade to pebbles and country park 
to cliffs. Hadleigh Park boasts one of the best mountain bike courses in the country and 
hosted the Olympic events in 2012. If that sounds a bit too strenuous why not experience 
the Thames Estuary Path with Hadleigh Country Park, marshes and wildlife to enjoy all 
the way to the popular Leigh-on-Sea village. Southend also hosts various open water 
swimming events and has an active club whilst you can also go jet skiing, kite surfing or 
sailing and canoeing in the area. If you want the kids to get active whilst you have a 
breather then why not pay a visit to the amusement park or other facilities along the 
seafront. When you’re in Southend there are a host of things to enjoy which will ensure 
your experience is wet n’ wild. 
 
Southend has always been a hotbed of music, art and culture with this seaside town 
attracting artists and creatives from London and elsewhere because of its vibe, quality of 
life and great value. This is epitomised by organisations such as Metal, an artistic 
laboratory championing the need for investment in artistic innovation who have been 
active in the town since 2007 supporting artists from the UK and overseas. Through 
events and residences they are transforming the potential of local people just like 
Southend is as a whole.  
 
 



 

 
 
 
There are galleries such as Focal Point which is a modern art showcase dedicated to 
contemporary and challenging photography and Twenty One which celebrates healthy 
food, arts and events. The theatre is another successful draw getting people out of 
London as well as entertaining visitors and locals. Southend has always been a place that 
attracts celebrities and the series Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast where Jamie 
Oliver and his best friend create culinary creations on the pier with guest celebrities sums 
that up. There are continuing efforts to build on this very different aspect of Southend, 
attracting even more people from London and the rest of the wider region as the town 
focusses on culturing creativity. 
 
For many visitors Southend is the main promenade, City Beach and the pier which at 1.3 
miles is the longest pleasure pier in the world and this seafront experience is enjoyed by 
hundreds of thousands of people every year. However, there is much more to explore 
along this coast and a multitude of different beach experiences to delight people of all 
ages and interests. In what is one of the warmest and driest places in the UK Southend 
has 7 beaches, which all uniquely are served by their own station and all have a Seaside 
Award. Three of the beaches have the highest award of Blue Flag status.  
 
Three Shells Beach boasts a rock pool lagoon for safe swimming; at Thorpe Bay experience 
kayaking, wind surfing, sailing and pastel beach huts!; Westcliff is famous for the amazing 
Rossi’s ice cream and cliff top views and Bell Wharf Beach is host to bustling cockle sheds 
and character pubs. So whatever takes your fancy Southend has got it, all you have to do 
is enjoy the buzzing beaches. 
 
There’s no denying that Southend has always been the seaside resort for London with city 
and town enjoying a special relationship. However, the growth of the airport, the Thames 
Estuary Experience Museum, music and cultural events, development of a varied activity 
offer and greater awareness of what the wider coastline can provide is ensuring that  
 

 


